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MDB, D. Spoon, 2009 
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ñIllinoisðLand of Lincolnò 

Comments from your Regional Vice-President 

Margaret Kelly  
 

 

 
 

Greetings to all! 
I am happy to report that all our regionôs affiliates 

completed the required paper work for affiliation. 

Thanks to all!!  Our iris bloom season is over for 

the year, Thank goodness for our rebloomers which 

allow us to enjoy some of our irises again in the fall.   

 

Our Shows have been very successful and we have 

had the opportunity to view some truly beautiful 

irises.  Thanks to everyone for making our shows so 

successful.  Job well doneéSome pictures have 

been posted on the website www.aisregion9.com 

 

Dave & I traveled to garden judging at Jerry & 

Melody Wilhoitôs,  Red Bud Lane Gardens, near 

Kansas, Illinois on May 30th.  What a beautiful day 

for this gathering!  Spuria and Louisiana Irises were 

the topics of the day.  We had a good turnout and 

had visitors from Indiana and Kentucky in  

addition to several Region 9 members.  A delicious 

potluck followed the training; a good time was 

enjoyed by all.  Check out the web site for pictures 

of that event.  The site is www.aisregion9.com 

 

Many of us had the opportunity to attend the 

American Iris Society 2010 Convention in Madison, 

Wisconsin May 31-June 5
th
.  We picked up some 

new ideas, heard from many hybridizers, attended 

sectional meetings and enjoyed the garden tours 

despite an occasional sprinkle or two.  Anytime you 

need to check for upcoming events for our region, 

go to our website as mentioned above. 

 

Iôm looking forward to our annual fall meeting and 

Iris sale on August 14th!  Hope to see all of you at 

the Regional  meeting in Springfield. Be sure to 

make box lunch reservations with Deb and Dave 

Miller by 7:00 PM August 9
th
 (Details inside). If 

you have any questions, please contact me.  HAVE 

A GREAT SUMMER!!             

Margaret Kelly , Region 9 RVP 
     

 

Judges Training At Wilhoitôs 

http://www.aisregion9.com/
http://www.aisregion9.com/


 

 

 

2010 IRIS SHOW 

Mid -Illinois and Southern Illinois 

Iris Societies 
 

 Despite the rain, MIIS and SIIS members 

unloaded their prize iris stalks and carried them 

some length to the J.C. Penney store front at the 

Alton Square Mall on Saturday, May 15.   Even 

though everyone has to travel a distance to Alton, 

this mall is very accommodating to the show and 

offers a beautiful setting of tall street lamps and 

skylights. 

 

 Before the judging began, members were 

seen with cotton balls, q-tips, manicure scissors and 

other paraphernalia, working to groom each stalk to 

perfection.  Some were hassling with the white 

tablecloths and skirts to provide a pristine 

background for the irises.  Most had experienced 

rain the day before, so many trips were made, back 

and forth from the garden, with questions and 

decisions to make, such as:   

 

Wait for this bud to open?  Is this stalk 27  

İò (looks a little short - go get the yardstick). Will 

this terminal bloom stay open for the judges to see? 

So, by show time, these irisarians are exhausted! 

 

Then the wait begins while the judges 

scrutinize each and every stalk - so many decisions.  

When the judging is finished, all the ribbons have 

been placed, and the Winnerôs Table is graced with 

the winners, participants are excited to learn the 

results. 

 

This year Anita Stephens and Jeff Kassly 

won Best of Show with Paul Blackôs ñCaptain 

Crunchò - and what a beauty - four perfect, open 

blooms of pinkish-coral with light gold!  Now Anita  

and Jeffôs names will be engraved on the clubôs new 

trophy for all to see! 

 

  

 

 

Leora McTallôs ñAristocracyò and ñKitty Kayò, 

both by Keith Keppel won first and second runners-

up.  Best of Siberians was awarded to Leoraôs 

ñShakerôs Prayerò, along with the Silver Medal.  

Ann and Ernie Henson won the Bronze Medal.  

 

 After lunch with the judges, the day was 

spent visiting with the public about irises - 

answering culture questions and listening to folks 

tell about grandmaôs irises.  It was so fun to meet 

the elderly lady clad in a gabardine coat, who set 

down her big bag, clasped her hands together and 

ñswoonedò over the beauty of the irises.  

 

A few new members were added to the 

roster and several people plan to come to the public 

sales - Mid-Illinois Sale is on August 7 at Fairview 

Heights, and Southern Illinois Sale on July 31 at 

Salem. 

 

 Many thanks to Anita Stephens, Show 

Chairwoman, and to all members who helped.  

Everyone agreed - we canôt wait until next year! 
 

 

Leora McTall,  

Secretary 

Southern Illinois Iris Society 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 
MIIS and SIIS 
Artistic Design--Division VI 
The theme of the show was Iris By 
The Sea. 
 
Class 1--By the Sea, By the Sea, By the Beautiful 

Sea Adrienne Hass made a really big splash in this 

division and won Best Design of Show with a small 

white wooden bench set in a large dish of white 

sand and a few seashells, seating three beautiful 

blooms of white and yellow bi-tone iris of Keith 

Keppel's Tour de France. 

 

Class 2--Caribbean Blue 

 

Class 3--Margarittaville 

 

Class 4--Gilligan's Island:  The older youth 

participants (teens) braved the surf this year and 

entered this adult category.  Sage O'Brien (12) won 

a blue ribbon and Best Design Youth Division for 

her opened coconut filled with Dance Recital 

(Keppel) with a last minute stand-in of Boogie 

Woogie (Nichols) for a damaged bloom. 

 

Class 5--The Little Mermaid: Youth/Novice 

Genevieve Haas (8) won a Blue Ribbon for 

Fogbound (Keppel) seated in variegated pittisporum 

leaves with sand and a featured object of Ariel, the 

Little Mermaid. 

 

Class 6--Finding Nemo--Youth/Novice 

Shae O'Brien (9) won a Blue Ribbon and Best 

Design Youth Division for her younger age group 

with Captain Crunch (Black) and her featured 

object of Nemo, the little clownfish. 

Ellen Henson also received a Blue Ribbon and 

Special Award Artistic Division in this class with 

her original and creative display of Nemo  

hiding behind seaweed (a clump of dill) in a water 

filled container among unknown historic irises once 

grown by Ellen's grandmother and 

great-grandmother.  Elizabeth Kassly swam  

 

 

 

swimmingly away with the Sweepstakes Award in 

Design entering four classes and accumulating the 

most overall points. 

 

Entries were judged by Accredited Judges of the 

Garden Clubs of America, Inc.   

They included Kathy Jump - Judge, Ada Lynn 

Shrewsbury - Master Judge, Kathy Spilka- Lifetime 

Judge, and Wilma Conley- Apprentice. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Prairie Iris Society Show: 
Melody Wilhoit  

 

 
 

 

 

Prairie Iris Society held their show on May 22, 2010 

at Lincoln Square Mall in Urbana, Illinois. Prairie 

had 85 entries. Following are some of the highlights 

of the show: 

 

Best Specimen of Show was ñConjurationò -- Jerry 

and Melody Wilhoit. 

 

Best MTB was ñBanglesò -- the Wilhoits. 

 

Best BB was ñBrown Lassoò -- the Wilhoits. 

 

Best Siberian  ñCrimson Cloisonneò -- Orville and 

Lu Dickhaut. 

 

Best Spuria  ñClara Ellenò -- Brian and Carol Davis 

 

Best Louisiana  ñVictoria Innò -- the Wilhoits 

 

Best Species  ñI. Psudacorusò Turnipseed -- the 

Wilhoits 

 

Best Collection  ñSteve Varnerò -- the Wilhoits. 

 

Best Historic  ñMildred Presbyò -- Margaret Kelly 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Seedling  ñFulva #2ò -- the Wilhoits 

 

10 seedlings were displayed and many blue ribbons 

were given. 

 

Silver Medalð35 Blue Ribbons went to the 

Wilhoits. 

 

Bronze Medalð11 Blue Ribbons went to Brian and 

Carol Davis. 

 

Judges for the show were: 

Patrick Hayden 

Ann and Ernie Henson 

Carol Davis-Apprentice 

 

 

Sangamon Valley Iris Society Show: 
By Dave Miller  

 

Sangamon Valley Iris Society held their first 

ñFormalò AIS approved show on May 15, 2010 at 

Washington Park Botanical Gardens in Springfield, 

Illinois. 

 

A total of ten exhibitors displayed 80 entries of 71 

varieties/cultivars. 

 

The following types of iris were exhibited: TB, BB, 

IB, MTB, and Siberians. Following are the show 

results: 

 

Best Specimen of Show was ñDusky Challengerò 

TB--Renee Burns. 

 

Silver Medal went to Debra Miller with 9 Blue 

Ribbons. 

 

Bronze Medal went to Debra Perschbacher with 6 

Blue Ribbons.  



 

 

 

Best Design of show went to Jak Henton. 

 

In the Siberian Section, three exhibitors entered five 

cultivars. Debra Miller won 3 Blue Ribbons. 

 

Judges for the show were: 

Orville and Lu Dickhaut 

Richard Funk 

Jerry and Melody Wilhoit 

Carol Davis-Apprentice Judge 

 

 

Region 18 Judges Training 

A very special opportunity  

from Region 18 

 
GUEST SPEAKER-KEITH KEPPEL 

 
SPONSORED BY THE JEFFCO, MINERAL 

AREA, & SEMO IRIS SOCIETIES 

 

OCTOBER 16, 2010--10:00 AM TO 4:00 PM 

 

Cost: $20 for 5 hours of training - lunch included 

 

LOCATION: MINERAL AREA COLLEGE 

FARMINGTON, MISSOURI 

 

FOR RESERVATIONS OR QUESTIONS 

CONTACT: BOB SKAGGS @ 314-706-3701 or 

robert.e.skaggs@wildblue.net 

 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW 

FOR THIS SPECIAL EVENT ðTHIS IS 

CLOSE AND WELL WORTH ATTENDING!!  

 

 

 

Garden Judging of Louisiana 

Irises 

 
In May of 2012  (changed from 2011) 

 Southern Illinois Iris Society will sponsor 

3 hours of free garden judging training of 

Louisiana Irises. 

 

Trainers: Jerry and Melody Wilhoit 

 

Location:    El Dorado, I llinois 

 

Guest Iris Chair:   Steve Poole 
 

THIS WILL BE THE FIRST SUCH  JUDGES 

TRAINING SESSION OF LOUISIANA IRISES 

IN REGION 09 AIS 

 

PREREGISTRATION WILL BE NEEDED TO 

DETERMINE FOOD QUANTITIES--MORE 

DETAILS AT A LATER DATE 

 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW FOR 

THIS VERY SPECIAL EVENT! 

 

 
ñAbout Townò Schreiner, TB, 97 

 

mailto:robert.e.skaggs@wildblue.net


 

 

 
SCENT IN IRISES 

By Jim Morris 

  
Libby Cross of Covington, VA, in Region 4 recently died and I 
wrote about her in the January 2010 AIS Bulletin.  I knew that 
she had been AIS Robin chairman from January 1996 through 
July 2005 and was an enthusiastic promoter of the Fragrance 
Robin.  I can remember her walking around at conventions 
telling everyone, ñDonôt forget to smell the irises.ò  That got me 
to thinking once again about iris scent. 
 
Back in 2005, while giving an iris program to a local garden 
club in St. Louis, MO, a question was asked as to 
the importance of scent in irises and do hybridizers take this 
into account in their introductions.  Well, immediately what 
came to mind was the wonderful grape smell of 'Southland 
Grape' (Burch 1978) TB, and the chocolate scent of 'Slap 
Bang' (Niswonger 1990) SDB. 
__________________________________________________
___________________ 
AIS Application for Registration 
Item #6 Fragrance (check two where applicable) 
     Absent, slight, pronounced, sweet, spicy, musky 
__________________________________________________
___________________ 

 
I told these gardeners about the provision for scent on the 
American Iris Society iris registration forms and about some of 
the past pioneers of iris scent surveys in AIS such as Ethel 
Anson S. Peckham, 1939 Iris Check List editor, and Libby 
Cross.  We discussed the overpowering scent of narcissus 
paper whites when confined in a home.  And of how some 
people can detect the slightest scent, almost like a 
bloodhound, while others can barely smell something or not 
smell anything at all.   
  
I'm reminded of my daughter's asthma which impairs her ability 
to detect scent.  Asthma can be triggered by allergens 
(substances our immune system can't tolerate), foods, non-
specific irritants, cold air, weather changes, exercise, 
respiratory infections, certain medications such as aspirin or 
beta-blockers, reflux and emotional anxiety.  Then there is 
hayfever which is "seasonal allergic rhinitis," and what is called 
perennial non-allergic rhinitis (PNAR) with the triggers being 
non-specific, but which may include tobacco smoke (especially 
second hand smoke) or changes in the weather.  Household 
dust is the most common of year-round allergies, primarily 
caused by the dust mite - a tiny tick-like creature barely visible 
to the naked eye but present in most houses.  So do your 
utmost to keep your house and bedding clean -- weekly -- so 
you can breathe and smell the irises. 
  
We have all heard of the "orris root" whereby people in Italy 
and France grow Iris pallida for the plant's roots, which are 
dried and used in perfumery and potpourri.  Perfumery is a  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
large business in Europe using both irises and narcissus.  
History tells us that scents from plants were used as early as  
6,000 B.C.  Many parts of scented plants were used by drying, 
cooking, and combining with other plants for decorative and  
olfactory purposes.  In olden days of poor sanitation when 
deodorant did not exist, the strong smelling narcissus was 
used to cover up foul smells.  Plants were also used for 
medicinal purposes to purge the intestinal system, to color skin 
and art objects, to flavor food and to kill (i.e., hemlock).  
__________________________________________________
______________ 
     Floral Absolute:  $750 to $1,750 per Ounce!  
__________________________________________________
______________ 

In order to smell scent, humans have an olfactory nerve which 
is either of the first pair of cranial nerves that arise in the 
mucous membranes within the upper part of the nose, and 
which transmit impulses to the forebrain.  As part of our human 
diversity one person may smell good to you and another 
repulsive.  Perfumes and colognes can enhance or repulse 
others.  Essential oil from flowers is known in perfumery as 
"floral absolute."  It takes enormous amounts of flowers to 
produce floral absolute without any contaminants.  Think in 
terms of hundreds of metric tons to produce one kilo of floral 
absolute.  This makes the essential oil incredibly expensive, 
anywhere from $750 to $1,750 for one ounce!  No wonder the 
perfume industry is so super secretive. 
  
But your garden doesn't have to be that expensive or 
secretive.  With a few herbs and flowering perennials you can 
have your garden smelling great for a very modest investment.  
So go ahead and buy some plants to perfume your garden this 
year, especially scented irises!  Oh, and donôt forget to smell 
the irises. 
  
   

ADDENDUM TO SCENT IN IRISES 
 

Schreinerôs Iris Gardens has selected twelve of their most 
fragrant irises to present as a Fragrant Bouquet Collection for 
2010.  They agree that many varieties have a wonderful 
fragrance.  ñSpicy, musky, sweet or lightly scented, fragrant Iris 
are the perfect cut flower to bring into your home.ò  They are 
offering twelve sensory beauties for $69.95 this year.  They 
include:  óCopper Classicô as ñpeachy,ò óDark Passionô with 
the smell of ñwild grapes,ò  óGingersnapô as ñroot beer,ò 
óImmortalityô as ñsugary,ò and, óSummer Olympicsò as 

ñlemonade.ò  Other listed scents are sweet lilac, orange 
blossoms, lavender, fruity punch, bubble bath, spicy cherry, 
and cotton candy. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Agenda for Friday August 13, 2010 

The Day before Region 9 Fall Meeting 

1-4 PM--Set up at the Botanical Gardens--1740 

West Fayette, Springfield, IL  217-753-6228 

5-6 PM    or whenever you arrive, Check in at 

Hotel.  

Hotel: Hampton Inn and Suites, Springfield 

Southwest, 2300 Chuckwagon Drive, Springfield, 

Illinois  62711, phone: (217) 793-7670. Standard 

two-Queen, non-smoking-$99.00. Standard King-

non-smoking-$99.00. Reservations must be 

received by 7/30/2010. After this date reservations 

will be accepted on a space and rate available basis 

only. A credit card or advance deposit is required to 

guarantee individual reservations. Cancellation for 

sleeping room reservations must be received before 

6:00 PM the night of arrival, otherwise the 

cancellation charge will apply. Check in time for all 

rooms is 3:00 PM and checkout time is 12:00 noon. 

 

6-8 PM--All go out to dinner as a group ïclose by is 

OôCharleyôs, Bob Evans,  Steak & Shake, Bakerôs 

Square 

 

8-10 PM--Get together in meeting room to set up 

silent auction and share experiences and pictures. 

 

Saturday Morning August 14, 2010 

Free hot breakfast at the Hampton Inn for all who 

stayed over at the hotel.. 

8-9:45 Placement of Iris for sale at the Botanical 

Gardens 1740 West Fayette, Springfield, IL 

Donated irises will be placed at the Botanical 

Gardens. Either bring with you to the hotel and will 

be transported to the Gardens Saturday morning or 

you may put in place on Friday afternoon until 4  

 

PM  or Saturday morning between 8 AM and 9:30 

AM. 

10:00 AM--Region 9 Fall Membership Meeting 

End of meeting--Box Lunch: Panera Bread will 

provide our lunch on Saturday.  They will provide 

your choice of: Sandwich Box, Salad Box or Half 

Sandwich and Half Salad Box. See the attachment 

for selections and prices. Reservations are due to 

Dave and Debra Miller by 7:00 PM on August 9
th
. 

 

August 14, 2010ðRegion 9 Meetingð

Springfield, Il  

Welcome 

Recognize former RVPôs 

Introduce Officers 

Call meeting to Order 

Secretaryôs Report As published in the bulletin  

Treasurerôs Report 

Committee Reports: 

 Newsletter  Dave Miller 

 By-laws  Steve Poole 

 Iris Auction  Chuck Simon 

 Membership  Pat Hayden 

 Judgesô Training Becky Simon 

 Web Master  Dave Kelly  

 Youth Co Chair Brian & Carol Davis  



 

 

Reports by affiliate Presidents: 

Northshore Iris & Daylily Society--Alice 

Simon    

 Prairie Iris Society--Jerry Wilhoit  

 Mid Illinois Iris Society--Ernie Henson  

Southern Illinois Iris Society--Gail 

DeVilbiss  

Sangamon Valley Iris Society-Debra Miller  

Old Business 

Fall Meeting Saturday August 14, 2010   Hampton 

Inn   Chuck Wagon Dr,  Springfield 

Silent Auction ï 8 AM to 11 AM--in meeting room 

Membership Meeting Saturday 10:00 AM

 @Hampton Inn 

1 PM  Public Sale at Botanical Gardens  Box lunch 

Publicity for Sale--Chuckôs News Releases, 

Postcards, and Botanical Garden passed out our 

fliers and posted our news release for the sale, same 

information sent to the Springfield Garden Club, 

same information to the extension office for posting 

and newsletter plus advertising in the Springfield 

Newspaper and the Garden column 

1.  Region 9 was recognized as contributors to 

the National AIS Convention at Madison, 

WI, as listed in the convention booklet. 

 

2. Our AIS members  are also involved in 

section societies 

Aril Society International 

Dwarf Iris Society--Dave Miller is the 

newsletter editor 

Median Iris Society Ann Henson is past 

Secretary 

Reblooming Iris Society 

Society for Japanese Irises 

Society for Louisiana Irises Jerry & 

Melody Wilhoit 

Society for Siberian Iris Chuck Simon 1st 

VP 

Spuria Iris Society  

3. Region 18 Judges Training October 16 at 

Farmington, MO with Keith Keppel 

 

4. National AIS treasurer reports the IRS has 

accepted the e-postcard per our filing form 

990-N  - region 9 tax exempt 

 

5. AIS Tall Bearded Symposium in bulletin ï 

may mail or e-mail your list to RVP or 

photocopy, mark it up and mail it to RVP. 

Ballot must be mailed to & received by your 

RVP by September 1, 2010.  

 

6. 5 Affiliates completed annual affiliation 

process.  Prairie Iris, Sangamon Iris, Mid 

Illinois Iris, Southern Illinois Iris and 

Northshore Iris & Daylily Societies 

 

7. By-laws 

 

8. Recognize members attending the National 

AIS Convention--Convention Registration 

New Business 

1. Spring Meeting   Saturdays   March 26, 

2011  or April 2, 2011   

(Palm Sunday April 17   - Easter   April 24) 

Location:  Rochester Community Center 



 

 

Do we want a potluck lunch?  

Program:  Judgeôs Training   or topics like 

Gardening Tips with discussion 

Perhaps a plant auction ï everyone bring a 

plant to be auctioned, if not an iris, a 

perennial or iris item 

2. AIS  2011 Convention Package Prize    

Registration for 2 & 5 nights at Fairmont 

Empress Hotel Victoria, British Columbia, 

Canada  by 1/1/11, winner to be drawn 

2/1/11. 

 

3. The editor of the Bulletin of the American 

Iris Society Kelly Norris is soliciting for the 

new department called ñIn Your Backyardò.  

This is an opportunity for any of our readers 

to contribute ñwhatôs goin onò in your 

garden. What varieties grew well this 

season?  What turned out to be your favorite 

cultivar?  Did you grow a new species and 

have success?  Tell your garden news.  Send 

to editor@irises.org your short (100-400- 

words) report about whatôs growing on in 

your neighborhood.  Send a photo of 

yourself or of your garden (must be 

publishable quality, 300 dpi resolution and a 

JPEG or TIF) 

 

4. New item IRIS ENCYCLOPEDIA (a wiki) 

of The American Iris Society  can view and 

add iris photos. Check it out.  

http://wiki.irises.org/bin/view 

 

5. Received a reminder that the Youth Award 

Nominations for Clark Cosgrove Memorial 

Reward for Youth Achievement need to be 

in before January 31, 2011 to AIS Youth 

Chair, Cheryl Deaton ï 

region15@hotmail.com.  See 

www.youth-iris.com   For further details 

6.  Memorial for Fred Bennett 

7. Thinking of you cards-Steve Varner 

 
 

 
ñBig Blue Eyesò SDB, Schreiner, 2006 

 

American Iris Society presents 

Convention Package Prize 

Join Us 

At the American Iris Society 2011 Convention 

Sunday May 29
th

 thru Friday June 3
rd

 2011 

In Victoria, British Columbia  

 

Registration for two (2) and Lodging for five (5) 

nights at The Fairmont Empress Hotel Victoria, 

British Columbia, Canada 

***Plus two (2) tickets to Butchart Gardens*** 

 

Prices for tickets 

  1 for $5.00 

  3 for $10.00 

  7 for $20.00 

Tickets are available thru the Regionôs RVP--

Tickets will be available at the Fall Meeting in 

Springfield.  All tickets must be to the Region RVP 

by January 1, 2011, winner will be  drawn February 

1, 2011.   

Remember to get your passport, the prize is in 

Canada.  

mailto:editor@irises.org
http://www.irises.org/
http://wiki.irises.org/bin/view
mailto:region15@hotmail.com
http://www.youth-iris.com/


 

 

 
ñAlaskan Seasò, TB, McWhirter, 1992 

 

All Region 9 members! 
 

REMINDER :  AIS Tall Bearded 

Symposium:  
 

Every member of The American Iris Society may 

participate in this balloting of the irises listed on 

the following pages. Each member is allowed 

twenty-five votes. Please follow the instructions 

below: 

 

1. Because the ballot is now bound in the Bulletin, 

voting may be accomplished in a variety of ways: 

a. You may mail your RVP a list of the iris you are 

voting for, either names and numbers, or just 

numbers. 

b. You can photocopy the list in the Bulletin, mark 

it up, and mail it. 

c. You can download the list from the AIS web site 

(www.irises.org), print it, mark it up, and mail it. 

(see link below) 

d. Most RVPôs have email, and those who do will 

accept any of the above formats that way, too.  

3. No member may vote for more than twenty-five 

varieties. You may vote for fewer than twenty-five 

if you wish. Write-in votes are not allowed and will 

not be tabulated. 

4. Your ballot must be mailed to and received by 

your Regional Vice President by September 1, 

2009 in order to be counted. The name of your 

RVP is listed inside each AIS Bulletin. Sign your 

ballot and mail it first class. 

    Margaret Kelly  

    1708 Holiday Drive 

    Pekin, Il  61554 1925 

 

 
 
 

American Iris Society-Region #9, Spring General Member Meeting  
Meeting Minutes 

Rochester Community Center, Meeting Room,  

Route 29 East, Rochester, Illinois 

March,  20  2010 

 

Margaret Kelly, President, introduced the prior Regional Vice Presidents who were present:  Melody Wilhoit, 

Jerry Wilhoit, Orville Dickhaut, Chuck Simon, and Steve Poole. 

 

She then introduced the new Regional Officers ï Assistant RVP  - Richard Funk, Secretary ï Debra Miller, and 

Treasurer ï John Bilski.   

 

Call to Order :  Margaret called the meeting to order at 10:07. 

 



 

 

Approval of minutes:  Margaret said the minutes were published in the newsletter.  She asked for any revisions 

or corrections.  There being none, she said the minutes would be filed. 

 

Treasurerôs Report:  John Bilski gave the Treasurerôs report.   

 

Balance on Hand 1 Jan. 2009       $7,686.00 

 

Income 

 Interest for 2009    $   135.25 

 Plant and Lunch tickets   $2,160.50 

Income for 2009        $2,295.75 

 

Expenses 

 Becky Simon - Judges training and postage $   203.75 

 Pat Hayden - soda for meetings         82.03 

 Brad Kasperek Spring speaker       605.20  

 Nancy Pocklington - rent          16.08 

 Rochester Community Hall -  rent spring        30.00 

                and fall 

 Nancy Pocklington ï motel for speaker                 88.99 

 Ann Henson ï Irisarian                                        943.62 

 Mid America ï fall plant sale         150.00 

 Bob Hollingsworth ï plant sale        150.00 

            Bank charge               5.00 

 New checks               5.00 

 Membership fee ï will be returned when       50.00  

     account closed 

 Hamilton Catering         346.64 

 Fall speaker ï Bob Hollingsworth                  644.89 

 Advertising ï State Journal Register                   188.47 

Total Expenses       $3,469.47 

 

Balance on hand 31 Dec. 2009     $6,512.35 

 

We are only receiving 1.785% interest on our CD.  He will need to cash in the CD to cover anticipated 

expenses.  

 

Steve Poole made a motion to approve the Treasurerôs report.  Orville Dickhaut second. Motion carried. 

 

Committee Reports:   

 

Newsletter 

Dave Miller recommended a third Regional newsletter be added.  Issue Number One would be out March 1.  

The deadline for submitting information would be February 1.  Issue Number Two would be out July 1.  The 



 

 

deadline for submitting information would be June 1.  Issue Number Three would be out November 1.  The 

deadline for submitting information would be October 1. 

 

His reasons for increasing to three issues are: 

 Publicize more regional events 

 Publicize more events in adjoining Regions 

 Attract more attendance at meetings 

 Highlight judging opportunities 

 Highlight special training opportunities 

 Increase awareness of both hybridizers and Iris gardens in region 

 Combine all affiliates into one master calendar for Region wide planning and to prevent conflicts within 

the region 

 

Dave also reported he would like to highlight special guest writers in each issue.  Dave reported the cost of the 

2009 newsletter, the March 2010 newsletter, and the anticipated cost of future newsletters: 

 

 March 2009    $421 

  

August 2009    $523.62 

 

            March 2010    $174.74 

  Graphic set up $116.40  

  Ink                       34.55 

  Postage                23.79 

 

 Future Costs:        78.34 

  Ink  $  34.55 

  Postage                23.79 

  Paper                   20.00 

 

Dave reported he and Debra had absorbed some minor costs.  Melody Wilhoit made a motion that Dave 

accumulate the minor costs and turn in a bill to the region as needed at least once a year.  Chuck Simon 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

Everyone was in favor of a third issue of the Irisarian.  Margaret said the third issue was approved by 

acclamation.  

 

By-Laws:  

Steve Poole reported Article 4 of the By Laws said that the Annual Membership meeting will be held the 3
rd

 

Saturday in August as determined by the RVP and accommodations availability.  He made a motion to delete 

the wording ñ3
rd

 Saturdayò.  Dave Miller seconded the motion.  There will be a vote in August. 

 



 

 

Steve Poole asked who had copies of the by-laws.  Very few did.  He then reported he had researched the 

websites of all of the Regions and found many of them had their by-laws posted on their website.  Dave Miller 

made a motion the by-laws be on the Region website.  John Bilski seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

Iris Auction  

Chuck Simon reported there are two parts to this topic.  One is the silent auction for Region 9 members.  The 

second is the public sale. 

 

Chuck reported we spent $150 for iris from Mid America for the silent auction last year and received $1,900 

worth of iris.  He made a motion that we spend $150 on iris from Mid America this year.  Cheryl Pettus 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

Chuck advised us the public sale is dependent on contributions from Region 9 members.  He made a motion to 

use postcards to inform those who have bought in the past of our new location and to purchase an ad in the 

newspaper.  Orville Dickhaut reported the cost of the ad was $188.  Chuck said there will be about 300 post 

cards at a cost of 28 cents each.  Steve Poole seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

There was a general discussion about publicity for the iris sale.  Those who need to be informed are Sangamon 

County extension office, extension offices of surrounding counties, the master gardener program, Dave Robson 

ï Springfield paper, Springfield Civic garden club, garden clubs in Illinois, Channel 12 ï WILL.  Chuck will get 

a copy of the information for the advertisement to Orville Dickhaut and Margaret. 

 

Chuck reported the post card will have the date, time, location, and be a $2 coupon. 

 

The quantity of iris was discussed.  Chuck commented that if the number of buyers was similar to the past, the 

number of iris would have been just right.  Margaret requested that everyone bring the same number of iris for 

this yearôs sale. 

 

Membership 
Pat Hayden reported the region lost 6 members.  We have gone from 133 members last year to 127 this year.  

He attributes it to one year AIS members trying membership and not being satisfied with the Bulletin and with 

the bad economy.   

 

Membership:    

    3/10  8/09 

 

Single Annual      24     27 

Dual Annual      13     13 

Single Tri      31     34 

Dual Tri        9       9 

Single Life        8                  8 

Dual Life        4                      4 

Youth no Bulletin                        7                      7 

 

Affiliates        5       5 



 

 

Total Memberships   101      107    

Members               127                     133 

 

Judges Training: 

Becky Simon reported everyone got their paperwork in on time.  Judges are required to have two hours of 

garden judges training every three years.  The first three years has been completed.  The second three years 

started 2009.  She has sent the judges reports of their training. 

 

Becky reported there are three new apprentices:  Cheryl Pettus, Brian and Carol Davis.  They need 2 hours of 

apprentice in show judging.  They also need one on one training in the garden.  She asked those having shows 

remember to ask the apprentice judges.  Since Brian and Carol Davis need Award and Ballots training Jerry 

Wilhoit will be giving the training on April 17
th
.  Jerry and Melody Wilhoit be giving garden training on May 

29
th
, 

 

Web Master 

 Dave Kelly reported he is receiving good comments on the website.  He asked that anyone having anything to 

get it to him and he will post it.   

 

Youth Co-Chair  

Carol and Brian Davis are Co Chairing this Committee.  They reported they have not received the paperwork 

yet.  They have checked out the website.  Brian is planning on contacting people in the Champaign school 

districts.  Steve Poole asked it there is an FFA program or horticultural program in the Champaign area.  Brian 

said he did not know.  Brian said he has lost his contact at the University of Illinois. 

 

Reports by Affiliate Presidents: 

Northshore Iris & Daylily Society ï Alice Simon sent schedule. 

Prairie Iris Society ï Jerry Wilhoit ï what they are doing was reported earlier  

Mid Illinois Iris Society ï Ernie Henson sent schedule. 

Southern Illinois Iris Society ï Gail De Vilbiss ï no report 

Sangamon Valley Iris Society ï Debra Miller reported SVIS is having their first Iris Show on May 15.  

SVIS is having their public sale in July ï a month before the Regional iris sale. 

 

Old Business: 

 

August Meeting 

Margaret reported the plans for the August meeting on August 14.  The plans are for the meeting to be at the 

Hampton Inn on Chuckwagon Drive in Springfield.  The cost of the hotel will be $99.  The Region has reserved 

15 rooms. The meeting will start at 10:00.  There will be a box lunch.  The public sale will be from 1:00 at the 

Washington Park Botanical Garden. Margaret will check on the end time on Saturday.  (She was told we would 

need to be out by 4:00 on Friday.)  Set-up will be before 4:00 on Friday.  Iris set-up will be 8:00 to 9:45 

Saturday morning.   

 

It was asked for a volunteer to do iris sale signs.  Margaret said her husband Dave has done signs before.  The 

location of signs was discussed.  Some locations were:  on Chatham Road, at entry of parking lot, and in the 

building.  Cheryl Pettus said her experience is there cannot be too much publicity.  Steve asked about the cost of 



 

 

a larger post card.  Chuck Simon said increasing the size would be much more costly.  It was suggested that the 

post card have the website address and the website have directions. 

 

Becky Simon reminded everyone will be needed to put out iris and clean up after the sale.   

 

Brian made a motion to accept the plans.  Dave Miller seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

Jerry made a motion that the Regional officers make the decision about the lunch on Saturday.  Carol Davis 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

Orville reminded everyone to get their hotel reservations early.    

 

Chuck said they will prepare the sheets for the silent auction ahead of time and they will bring the NIS iris 

pictures. 

 

Donation to AIS Convention 

Chuck Simon reported in the past Region 9 has assisted with National Conventions.  When the Convention was 

in St. Louis, people served as bus captains, provided refreshments for gardens, and provided money for 

refreshments.  Chuck suggested the Region give money for the National Convention.  When asked how much 

he was considering, he said $150.  The amount was discussed and limitation on the amount was discussed.  

Chuck made a motion to give $200 to the National Convention.  Steve Poole seconded the motion.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Youth Dues 

Margaret said we had talked about the Region or the local affiliate paying youth dues; however, clarification is 

needed ï should Region 9 or the affiliates pay the dues.  Dues for youth are $7 without a Bulletin and $9 with a 

Bulletin.  Steve Poole recommended the youth co-pay.  He has found youth value things they have to pay for 

more than things they are given for free.  There are 7 youth members in the Region.  Four are Simonôs 

grandchildren.  Becky pays the dues and they do work for Chuck.  The other three are Dale Hamlinôs daughters.  

Prairie and Mid-Illinois pay the dues for youth members.  It was decided each affiliate should pay dues for the 

youth in their club.  The Region will have the option of picking up the dues for youth not associated with an 

affiliate. 

 

New Business 

 

Work Day at Washington Park 

Margaret discussed having a work day at Washington Park.   This work day would involve doing some work at 

the park ï weeding and dividing the iris if necessary.  In addition to doing work, we would have a picnic.  

Margaret understood that the iris increase belonged to Region 9 to be used in public sales.  She will check with 

Nancy Pocklington to see if this is correct. No decision was made on the work day.   

 

AIS Letter to Affiliates  

The AIS is reporting an expected $14,000 short fall in operating funds.  There was some discussion.  Steve 

Poole reported the AIS will save $40,000 a year by the change in the Bulletin.  Melody Wilhoit said the 



 

 

shortfall should come from the Foundation rather than Regions and Affiliates.  A contribution to AIS will be 

considered in the fall.   

 

Brent and Beckyôs Bulbs 

Margaret reported the AIS will receive 25% of the total amount purchased from Brent and Beckyôs bulbs.  The 

details are in the January bulletin. 

 

Other Topics 

 

Region 9 Calendar 

Brian Davis has put together a calendar of Region 9 events.  He is taking orders.  The cost of the calendar is 

$13. 

 

Region 18 Judges Training--Keith Keppel 

Keith Keppel will provide training on October 16 from 10:00 to 4:00 at the Mineral Area College in 

Farmington, Missouri. The cost is $20 for 5 hours of training with lunch included.   

 

Siberian Iris Society 

Chuck Simon reported the meeting on Wednesday at 2 oôclock at the AIS Convention will be a party with cake 

and punch.  Hollingsworth will have a power point of Siberians going on in the background.   

 

Iris Heaving  

Steve Poole reported he has trouble with iris heaving.  This year he mulched with straw and experienced no 

heaving.  He also experimented with iris depth.  Those planted normally had more heaving than those planted a 

couple of inches deeper. 

 

Adjournment :    

Carol Davis made a motion that the meeting be adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Deb Miller, Secretary, Region 9 AIS, June 23, 2010 



 

 

 


